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Arriving this morning aboard the 
Empress of Canada, Mr. Edith 
How-Martyn, former leader of the} 
suffragist movement in England and 
now Honorary Director of the Inter~ 
national Birth Control Information 
Center, will be a visitor to Shanghai. 
It is expected that she will remain 
here for some time to discuss vari- 
ous aspects of the work being done 
by the Shanghai Birth Control 
League. . 

Next Tuesday afternoon at 6.30 
o'clock Mrs. How-Martyn will lec- 
ture here on “Population and Birth 

jontrol” at the Young Women's 

hnristian Association. During the 
past few months she has lectured 
in many large cities in India, and 
‘has addressed over 45 audiences in 
the interests of the birth contro) 
movement in that country. 

It is of interest to note that at 
this time Dr. Amos Wong, of the} 
‘ National Medical College of Shang- 

i, has prepared a comprehensive 
Paper, from which the following is 
an extract, on ‘birth control in } 


‘To the modern mind the question 
, Of contraception should logically 
‘ have been an important problem in 
, Chine even before she opened her} 
doors to Western civilization, dec- | 
lared Dr. 
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Any difference of opinion was 


“usually settled in the house of the 
‘ most senior 


person of the oldest 
generation alive so that the legal 
céurt, an office of the imperial gov- 
ernment, was very seliom used. 
Naturally, it was the desire of the 
apaspbe bers of the village that that 


should not only continue to 


i live, but should be increased in size 


a§ well as in power. The usual 
| subject matter for boasting among 
1 members of different villages besides 

the size of the endowment fund for 

the village scholars was the large 
‘number of families which made up 
the clan.. This principle of con- 
| Sanguinity was also the basis of 
; n vrriage. 
Early Marriages Cited 
Under any circumstances, 
continuity of the family and the 
clan had to be maintained and 
tmerefore the question of marriage 

Was not one of the individuals in- 

volved, but one of the family or 

the clan. Many parents ould re- 

quire their sons to marry early (14 

years of age) to insure a male des- 
cendant of the next 

who would bear the family name. 

‘The wife, of course, had to bear 
sons in order to fulfill her principal 
daty and to attain a Position of 
esteem. If she failed, it was her 

Prerogative to give her husband one 
or more female servants whose 
children would look up to her, the 
Principle wife, as mother. For 
Support of the offspring of child or 
junior marriages, the heads of the 
houses had to assume the responsi- 
bility and it was not uncommon to 
find members of three, four and 
cven five generations living .in the 
peti A rage sea ing together, and all 
we ig towards the su 3 
dousehold. sini 

As the children were the burden 
of the family rather than of the 
individuals, it was not unusual for 
one to support his brother's widow 
and children. It was the father’s 
duty to be benevolent, the scn’s to 


venerate the father, the 
brother's tq be provident, - 
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boys and not. girls, ‘ 
Mrs. Sanger Here In 1923. 
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such a thing a3; contraception and 
that one can limit the size of his or 
‘her family if he or she so :\ishts.! 
The idea of birth control was AoW: 
ed to ferment by itself for a period 
of nine years. 
In the spring of 1930, the im- 
{ portance o: contraception was again 
’ stressed by a visit from Sr. Sher- 
wood Eddy. Mr. C. H. Lowe, th2 
Industrial Secretary of the Younz 
Men's Christian Association, and 
Mr. J. W. Nipps took active part in 
gathering together interested  in- 
dividuals and establishing the 
Shanghai Birth Control Leaguc. 
The following year (1931), the in- 
\ dustrial department of the Young 
Men's Christian Association, under 
the direction of Mr. C. H. Lows, in 
their work for the laborers of 
Shanghai, established a social center 
at 4200 Robinson Road. Among the 
four main activities was a family, 
clinic in which contraceptive advice 
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| was given by a public health nurse ! 
whose salary ‘Aas msi by Mii; 
Margarct Sanger. This work was 
not very active and was) finally 
vrought to an end by the sino- 
Japan-se hostilities. 

League Meorganized 


an April of 1935, the Shanghai 
Birth Control League was re-! 
organized as a joint project of 
the Shanghai Birth Control League 
and the women's Christian Tem- 
perance Union under the name of 
the Shanghai Birth Control] In- 
formation Burean. The officers}: 
elected were esuentially those of the 
previous organization with Dr. F.!. 
C. Yen as Preskient, Mrs. Herman|! 
DB. C. Liu as Vice-president, and 
'\Mr, Wellington Liu as Secretary. 
Very fortumately. Mrs. Anna Chow 
offered -voluntary full-time service 
as the Director of the Bureau and 
has attended to all activities of. the 
Buteau assuming as her duties those 
of Secretary, Business Manager, and 
social ‘service worker. ae 1 
The Shanghai Birth Control; In-| 
formation Bureau fitst obtained.co- 
tfon of Drs. ZiT. 
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